Is everyone who claims to be a Muslim, really a Muslim according to 
the law of Allah subhana wa ta'ala? 

We find in every age of history, from the time of Nuh, peace be upon 
him, to our present day many people claiming that they are on the right 
path and claiming that they worship Allah as well as professing to be 
believers but Allah did not accept their belief that they professed nor 
their worship that they carried out because it was not as He wanted. 
Hence Allah passed a verdict of disbelief and misguidance upon them 
despite them claiming belief and worship. 

Allah subhana wa ta'ala sent Messengers to them making clear the belief 
that is required of them together with the worship that is acceptable as 
well as informing them that the mere professing of belief and worship of 
Allah does not benefit them according to Allah if it is not in accordance 
with what Allah requires and what He has revealed. 

Today many people believe, that the only thing you have to do in order 
to be a Muslim is to utter the words "la ilaha ilia Allah". This people are 
labeling everybody who says "la ilaha ilia Allah" as Muslim. Moreover 
they even label people from whom they never heard the words "la ilaha 
ilia Allah" as Muslims just because their names are Islamic names or 
because they are from certain countries. 

If it was that easy to be a muslim, why do they think Rasulullah (saw) 
spent 13 years only with the dawah to "la ilaha ilia Allah"? Although he 
(saw) has been sent to people who understood the meaning of this 
words very well! 

And they (the arab mushriks) wonder that a warner has come to them 
from among themselves. And the disbelievers say: "This is a ssorcerer, 
aliar. Has he made the aliha (gods) into one Ilah?! Verily, this is a curios 
thing!" And the leaders among them went about: "Go on and remain 
constant to your aliha! Verily, this is a thing designed (against you). We 
never heard of this even in Christianity, the latest religion; this is clearly 
a newly fabricated matter." (Sad 38/4-7) 

If it was that easy to be a muslim, all you have to do is to say "la ilaha 
ilia Allah" why would the first Muslims be oppressed and persecuted by 
the mushrikeen? All they could have done was uttering the words "la 
ilaha ilia Allah" and having gatherings and circles once in a week. If it 
was that easy, why would they leave their homelands and make hijrah 
to a foreign country which language they even didn't know, and face all 
the dangers and hardships of a dangerous journey and leave everything 
they own behind them?! If it was as easy as you claim, why would they 


do all this, while they could have stayed at their homes and once in a 
while say "la ilaha ilia Allah"?! Didn't they understand how easy it is 
and how less you have to do in order to be(come) a Muslim?! And why 
didn't Rasulullah (saw) prevent them from facing all the struggle when 
there was a easy way out?! Why didn't he (saw) tell them to continue 
with their daily lives, have durus once in a while and only utter "la ilaha 
ilia Allah" with their tongues?! And why didn't Allah (swt) tell His 
messenger (saw), that he (saw) should teach them that it doesn't require 
knowledge and action to be a Muslim; all it needs is to utter the words 
"la ilaha ilia Allah"?! 

Do you know better, or does Allah? (Baqarah 2/140) 


Indeed the value of a person according to Allah is not judged by the 
abundance of worship which he has no proof of from Allah, but is 
judged by the great amount of worship which pleases Allah and which 
He has ordered. How many people engage in numerous amounts of 
worship but they do not weigh even the value of a mosquito's wing 
according to Allah subhana wa ta'ala. The worship that they performed 
is nothing according to Allah because they did not carry it out as Allah 
required and as He ordered. 

The jews in the time of the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless and 
grant him peace, engaged in abundance of worship and claimed they 
were upon the truth as well as that they were the chosen people of 
Allah. Likewise the Christians also engaged in abundance of worship 
and professed belief but Allah subhana wa ta'ala did not accept their 
worship nor their faith and pronounced upon them the ruling of kufr 
(disbelief), misguidance and shirk (polytheism). 

Thus Allah subhana wa ta'ala says: 

Say: 'O people of the scripture (jews and Christians), you are not on the 
right path until you act according to the Torah and the Injeel, and what 
has been sent down to you from your Lord.' Verily that which has been 
sent down to you (Muhammad) from your Lord increases in many of 
them their obstinate rebellion and disbelief. So be not sorrowful over the 
people who disbelieve. (Maidah 5:68) 

The polytheists ( mushriks ) at the time of the Messenger of Allah, may 
Allah bless and grant him peace, believed in the existence of a creator of 
this world, that created them and created this world. They also believed 
that this Deity is their sustainer who gives life and death and in spite of 
all this Allah still called them disbelievers and polytheists. If they 


remained and died on this way they would enter the Hell fire and 
remain there forever. So listen to what Allah subhana wa ta'ala says 
about these mushriks and what they believed: 

Say: "Whose is the earth and whosoever is therein? If you know!" They 
will say: "It is Allah's" Say: "Will you not then remember?" Say: "Who 
is the Lord of the seven heavens, and the Lord of the great throne?" 
They will say: "Allah" Say: "Will you not then fear Allah" Say: "In 
whose hand is the sovereignty of everything and He protects (all) while 
against whom there is no protector, if you know" They will say: "To 
Allah" Say: "How then are you deceived and turn away from truth?" 
Nay, but We have brought them the truth and verily, they are liars, (al 
Mu’minun 23:84-90) 

And: 

If you asked them who created them, they would surely say: Allah. So 
how are they deluded? (Az-Zukhruf 43:87) 

And Allah Ta'ala says: 

If you asked them: Who created the heavens and earth? They would 
surely say: Allah. Say: All praise is due to Allah, but most of them do 
not know. (Luqman 31:25) 


They even performed acts and types of ibadaah, like Hajj, Tawaf, 
feeding the poor, and many other types of ibadaah which remained 
from the deen of Ibrahim (as), which they deemed to follow. 

One of the types of ibadaah they made was du'a: 

Say: Who rescues you from the darkness of the land and sea when you 
call upon Him imploring aloud and privately: If He should save us from 
this crisis, we will surely be among the thankful. Say: It is Allah who 
saves you from it and from every distress, yet you still associate others 
with Him. (Al-An'am 6:63-64) 

When adversity touches you at sea, lost are all those you invoke except 
for Him. But when He delivers you to the land, you turn away from 
Him. Ever is man ungrateful. (Al-Isra 17:67) 

When they board a ship, they supplicate Allah, being sincere to Him in 
deen. But when He delivers them to the land, at once they associate 
others with Him. (Al-Ankabut 29:65) 

Other types were providing water for the pilgrims and building and 
maintaining the Masjid al-Haram: 


Have you made the providing of water for the pilgrim and the building 
of Al-Masjid Al-Haram equal to one who believes in Allah and the Last 
Day and strives in the cause of Allah? They are not equal in the presence 
of Allah. (Tawba 9/18) 

Nonetheless, despite all their ibadaah Allah called them mushrik and 
didn't accept their ibaadah. Because Allah does not accept belief nor 
Islam nor worship except if it is as He requires and as He has ordered as 
well as sincerely for His sake only. 

And likewise are many people in our day and age who call temselves 
muslims and perform some forms of ibadaah, which remained from the 
Deen al Haqq. Just performing some kind of ibadaah, doesn't make 
them muslims. 

If a person performed an act of worship and his intention was sincerely 
for Allah, will Allah accept this sincere worship if he did not do it 
according to how Allah wants it? 

Likewise if a person sincerely believes in Allah but his belief is not as 
Allah ordered it to be, will Allah accept the faith of such a person? 

Without a doubt Allah does not accept his faith nor his action except if it 
is on the form that he requires it to be. 

Allah subhana wa ta'ala says: 

Whoever submits to Allah and performs good deeds then he has 
grasped the most trustworthy handhold (La-ilaha-illa- Allah) and to 
Allah return all matters for decision. (Luqman 31: 22) 


If this is the case then what exactly is the belief that pleases Allah and 
that He has ordered us with? 

What is the Islam that pleases Allah and He has ordered us with? 

What is the worship that pleases Allah and He accepts it? 

Where are we able to know all these aspects from and where has Allah 
made it clear to us and whom do we follow regarding these aspects in 
order that we are true Muslims and true believers when we meet Allah 
subhana wa ta'ala? 

There is no doubt that these aspects Allah has made absolutely clear to 


us wherein there is no obscurity and has ordered us not to follow 
anything except which He has revealed in order that we may gain His 
pleasure and His paradise. 

Allah subhana wa ta'ala says: 

Follow what has been sent down unto you from your Lord (the Qur'an 
and Sunnah), and follow not any Auliya' (protectors and helpers who 
order you to associate partners in worship with Allah). Little do you 
recollect! (A’raf 7/3) 

Allah jalla wa a'laa also says: 

It is not for a believer, man or woman, when Allah and His Messenger 
have decreed a matter that they should have any option in their 
decision. And whoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger, he has 
indeed strayed in a plain error. (Ahzab 33:36) 

And in whatsoever you differ, the decision thereof is with Allah (He is 
the ruling judge). (Shura 42:10) 

The Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless and grant him peace, told us in 
the last sermon: 

I leave behind me two things, the Quran and my example, the Sunnah, 
and if you hold fast to them you will never go astray. (Bukhari and 
Muslim) 


